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STATE OF FLORIDA

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

4

FEMC CASE NO.: 2022060671
License No. PE 82281

ORDER AMENDING FINAL ORDER ANd

ACCEPTING AMENDED SETTLEMENT AGRËEMENT

THIS CAUSE came before the BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS (Board) on

April 9, 2026,by Videoconference, pursuant to the request of Christopher O'Shea, P.E. to amend

Final Order (DBPR file#2023-08163), Issued October 17,2023, and to accept an Amended

Settlement Stiputration. Respondent was present and was not represented by legal counsel.

On October 77,2023, the Board issued the Final Order (DBPR file#2023-08163), which

accepted the Settlement Stipulation submitted by the parties. Pursuant to the terms of the

settlement, Respondent's license was placed on probation for a specified period sftime and subject

to certain terrns and conditions. Within the probationary period specified, Respondent was unable

to rome into full compliance with the terms and obligations incurred in the original agreement.

After negotiation with Petitioner, both Petitioner and Respondent have requested that the Final

Order be amended to Accept an ,A.mended Settlement Stipulation, the material effect of which is

to extend the term of probation for an additional six (6) months and including additional project

review.

FILEtI
Depãnmenl of Business and Professionat Regulatioô

Senior Deputy Agency Clerk
CLERK: Brandon Nichols

Date: 413012026

Fite #: 2026-04303

Page I of3



After full consideration of this matter, the Amended Settlement Stipulation, the request of

the parties, and being otherwise advised in the premises, the Board finds that the specific

circumstances of this case constitute a substantial change in circumstances and the public interest

would be served by amendment of the terms of the Final Order and acceptance of the Amended

Settlement Stipulation. Accordingly, it is

ORDERED that the Request of the parties is Accepted, and the Board Amends Final Order

(DBPR file# 2023-08163), Issued October 77,2023, in Case No. 2022060671 and the Amended

Settlement Stipulation is ACCEPTED,

This Final Order shall become effective upon frling with the Clerk of the Department of

Business and Professional Regulation.

DONE AND ORDERED this Ð f day of y'¡ 2026.

BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Director
Gonzalez, Chair

NOTICE OF RIGHT TO JUDICIAL REVIEW

A PARTY WHO IS ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY THIS FINAL ORDER IS

ENTITLED TO JUDICIAL REVIEW PURSUANT TO SECTION 120.68, FLORIDA
STATUTES. REVIEW PROCEEDINGS ARE GOVERNED BY THE FLORIDA RULES OF

APPELLATE PROCEDURE. SUCH PROCEEDTNGS ARE COMMENCED BY FILING ONE
COPY OF A NOTICE OF APPEAL WITH THb AGENCY CLERK OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION AND A SECOND COPY,

ACCOMPANIED BY FILING FEES PRESCRIBED BY LAW, WITH THE DISTRICT COURT
OF APPEAL, FIRST DISTRICT, OR WITH THE DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL IN THE
APPELLATE DISTRICT WHERE THE PARTY RESIDES. THE NOTICE OF APPEAL MUST
BE FILED WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF RENDITION OF THE ORDER TO BE

REVIEWED.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Final Order has been

provided by U.S. Mail to Christopher O'Shea, P.8., PO Box2l65, Peachtree City, GA 30269

and oshea03@email.com this a day of fl'\\ ,2026.

of the Agency Clerk
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STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERS,

Petitioner,

FEMC Case No. 2022060671

CHRISTOPHER OSHEA, P. E.

Respondent,

AMENDED SETTLEMENT STIPULATION

CHRISTOpHER OSHEA, P.E. ("Respondent") and the Florida Board of Professional

Engineers ("Board") by and through the Florida Engineers Management Corporation ("FEMC"),

hereby stipulate and agree to the following joint stipulation and Final Order of the Board,

incorporating this Stipulation in the above-styled manner.

TED F

L All the terms in the settlement stipulation incorporated into the Final Order dated

October 17 ,2023 are hereby incorporated into this Amended Settlement Stipulation.

2. The following additional terms are hereby agreed to by the parties:

a. Respondent shall submit to the Board a detailed list of all completed

projects(signed,sealed,anddated),bytheRespondentfor@atsix
(d) monrhs from the date the Order adopting this Amended Stipulation is filed with the

AgencyClerk.Theprojectsshallinclude:allstructuralengineeringproiectssignedand

sealed bv Resoondent.

b. A FEMC Consultant will select two (2) projects from the submitted list

for review. Respondent is responsible for promptly furnishing any set of completed

plans (signed, sealed, and dated), calculations, and any other supporting
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documentation requested by the Consultants. The Respondent must sign, date, and seal

all materials that are submitted for project review using a non-embossed, seal. Sealed

project review materials may be copied and submitted electronically, if desired by the

Respondent. Respondent is also responsible for the Consultant's fees for reviewing the

projects, and shall remit payment in the amount of $2,000.00 by check or money order

made payable in the name of the Board's Consultant at the time that the project lists are

submitted to FEMC. In the event that the project review cost exceeds $2,000.00, then the

Respondent is responsible for the deficiency. In the event that the cost of the reviews is

less than $2,000.00, then the unused portion will be refunded to. Should the Consultant

return an unfavorable report concerning Respondent's projects, that report shall be

submitted to the Probable Cause Panel for determination ofwhether additional disciplinary

proceedings should be initiated.

c. If the Respondent has not performed engineering services on a sufftcient

number of projects to make the submissions required by 2a., above, the initial or, if

applicable, the subsequent submission required by the terms of probation shall be extended

for a period of six (6) months to allow Respondent to perform the services necessary for

the required review. However, if, after the extension has expired, Respondent does not

perform sufficient engineering services to meet the requirements of the terms of

probation, Respondent's license will be placed on voluntary inactive status as defined

in Section 455.227, Florida Statutes, by the Board, without any further necessity for

action on the part of Respondent. Respondent's license shall remain on such status,

provided Respondent meets the requirements of Section 455.227, unless and until

Respondent notifies the Board that he wishes to recommence practice and obtains Board

authorization to reactivate his license under such terms of probation that the Board deems

appropriate at that time.

3. Should the Respondent fail to timely comply with the terms of the Order with

regard to the Project Reviews discussed herein, this case will be submitted to the Probable Cause

panel for review and determination of whether additional disciplinary action should be taken.

4. Respondent acknowledges that neither Respondent's attendance at the Board

Meeting when this Amended Stipulation is presented, nor any continuing education or college
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level courses taken as a requirement of the terms of this Amended Stipulation may be used to

comply with the continuing education requirements of Chapter 6IGl5-22, Florida Adminishative

Code.

5. It is expressly understood that this Amended Stipulation is subject to approval of

the Board and FEMC and has no force or effect until the Board issues a Order adopting this

Amended Stipulation.

6. This Amended Stipulation is executed by Respondent for the purpose of avoiding

firrther arlminisû'ative action with respect to this cause. In this regard, Respondent authorizes the

Board to review and examine all investigative file materials conceming Respondentpriorto, or in

conjunction with, consideration of this funended Stipulation. Furthermore, should this Amended

Stipulation not be accepted by the Board, it is agreed that presentation to and by the Board shall

not unfairly or illegally prejudice the Board or any of its members from firther participation,

consideration, or resolution of these proceedings.

7 - Respondent waives the right to seek any attomey's fees or costs from the Boa¡d in

connection with this discþlinary proceeding.

WHEREFORE, the parties hereto request the Board to enter a Fìnal Order accepting and

implementing the terms contained herein.

16/ze
Christopher O'Shea, P.E.
Respondent
Case No. 202206067I

APPROVEDI¡ir 16th day of March 2026.

Zana Raybon, Executive Director
Florida Board of Professional Engineers

BY: John J. Rimes, III
Chief Prosecuting AttomeY
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STATEOF FLORIDA
FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENOTNEERS

FLORJDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL
ENCTNEERS,

Petitioner,

FEMC Case No. 202206067 I

CHRISTOPHER OSHEA, P. E.

Respondcnt,

FINAL ORI'ER AI}OPTING SETTT,EMENT STIPI'LATION

THIS CAUSE camc beforÊ the FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

(,Board"), pursuant to Sections 120,569 and 120.57(4), Florida Statutes, on October 12,2023 in

T-pq Florid¡, for rhe purpose of considering a Scttlement Stipulation (attached hereto as

*Exh¡bit A to Final Order,') enæred into between the parties in this cause. Upon consideration of

the stipulAion, the documents submitted in support ther€oß and the al1uments ofthe parties, it is

hercby:

ORDER"ED AND ADJUDCED that the Settlement Stipulation as submined be and is

hercby adoptcd ín toto and ircorporated hcrein by rcfercnce. Accodingly, the panies shall

adhere to and sbide by all the tems and conditions of the stipulation.

This Final ffier shall take effect upon being fitcd with the Clerk of the tÞpartmcnt of

Business and hofessional Rcgulation'

DONE AND ORDEREO this Jì- ¿av oroclobe^f . zozr.

FLORIDA OF PROFES SIONAL ENGTNEERS

Tana
P.E.,CHAIR

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a truc ¡nd correct copy of thc fortgoing filed Fínal Oùer
,ldopting Seltlement Slipulørion has been ñ¡rnished by U.S. First Class Mail and ernail to

tò t)

v

I

For

FILEII
tÞpartrent of BwinesÉ ând Protes¡onal ReEulalion

Senior Deputy AgencY Clerk

CLERK: Brandon Nichols

Date: 1011712023

Fite ¡{: 2023-08163
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Respondent Christopher OShea, P.E. by service upon his attorney of record: Jeff Peters, E¡q1¡ire

at 3551 Blaitstone Road, Suite 105, Tallahassee, Florida 32301 and iepesq@msn.com this I Y
oay or t) gtbhr¿ , zozs.

Valentine,
Paralegal

FÍnal Order
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STATE OF FLORIDA
FLORTDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERS,

Petitioner,

FEMC Case No. 2022060671

CHRISTOPHER OSI{EA, P. E.

Respondent,

SETTLEMENT STIPULATION

CHRISTOPHER OSHEA, P.E. ("Respondent") and the Florida Board of Professional

Engineers ('Board") by and through the Florida Engineers Management Corporation ("FEMC'),

hereby stipulate and agree to the following joint stipulation and Final Order of the Board,

incorporating this Stipulation in the above-styled mann€r'

STIPULATED FACTS

t. For all times pertinent hereto, Respondent was a licensed engineer in the State of

Florida, having been issued license number PE 82281.

2. Respondent was charged by an Administrative Complaint f'Compliant") filed by

FEMC, and properþ served upon Respondent with violations of Chapters 471 and 455, Florida

Statutes. A true and correct copy of the filed Administative Complaint is attached hereto and

incorporated by reference as "Exhibit A to Settlement Stipulation".

STIPULATED CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

l. Responden! in his capacity as a licensed engineer, admits tlrat in such capacity he is

subject to provisions of Chapters 455 ard 471, Florida Statutes, and the jurisdiction of the

Deparünent of Business and Professional Regulations ('oAgency'), FEMC, and the Board-
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2. Respondent admits that the facts set forth in the Complaint, if proven, constitute

violations of Chapters 455 and 471, Florida Statutes, as alleged in the Complaint

STIPULATED DISPOSITION OF LA1W

l. Respondent shall, in the future, comply with Chapters 471 and 455, Florida Statutes,

and the rules promulgated pursuant thereto.

2. Should Respondent fail to comply with the terms of the Final Order, an

administrative complaint for failure to comply with final order will automatically be opened against

Respondent.

3. Respondent shall pay an@ of $1,000.00 and @ of

$3,656.70 to the Board one (1) year of the date that the Final Order adopting this Stipulation is filed

with the Agency Clerk.

4. Respondent shall APPEAR before the Board when this Stipulation is presented.

Respondent must be prepared to discuss how this situation occurred, what improvements and qualþ

control measures Respondent plans to implement to improve Respondent's work product and how

Respondent intends to prevent this circumstance from occurring in the future-

5. Respondent shall be placed on gBguIlgN for two (2) years from the date the

Final Order adopting thís Stipulation is frled witb the Agency Clerk., with the following terms:

a- Respondent shall successfully complete a Board-approved cou¡se in BASIC

ENGINEERING PROFESSIONALISM ¿ND DTIIICS within one (l) year of the date the Final

Order adopting this Stipulation is filed with the Agency Clerk. Prior to that date. Respondent shall

submit to the Board a Certificate of Completion of the course. It is the Respondent's resoonsibilitv

to notifr the Boa¡d that he has completed the course in a timelv manner- Respondent may contact the

Florida Engineering Society ("FES"), 125 South Gadsden St., Tallahassee, FL 32301, (850)224'

7121, for information regarding the availabilþ of such courses in Florida; however, if the FES

provides any information regarding such a course to the Respondent, the Respondent must submit

that course information to the FEMC for review and determination as to whether or not it will
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comply \¡/ith the Board's requirements. Respondent may also elect to complete one of the following

correspondence courses offered by:

Murdough Center for Engineering Professionalism
Texas Tech University, PO Box 41023, Lubbock, Texas 79409

Engineering Ethics Basic
Telephone 806-'142-3525; Fax 806-742-0444; E-mail: eneineerine.ethics@ttu.edu

EPD Program
Aubum University
Engineering Extension Service
217 Ramsay Hall, Auburn, Alabama 3ó849-5331

Ethics and Professionalism
Phone 800-44 6-0382 or 33 4-844-437 0

An Accredited College or University course if that course information is first
submitted to the FEMC for review and determination as to whether or not it will
comply with the Board's requirements.

Courses offered by Continuíng Education Programs or Professional Business

Programs @xp: SunCam, Inc., C2Ed), are not Board CertiJìed, andwill not nteet

the reouirements.

b. Respondent shall successfulty complete the ËIIUDIE-GUDE which has been

prepared by ttre Board and which wilt be furnished to Responden! regarding the Engineering

Practice Act, Chapter 471, Florida Statutes, and the Rules of the Board. Respondent is required to

provide a personal email address that will be used to access the on-line sfudy guide. The study guide

must be completed within thirty (30) days of the date on which the Final Order incorporating this

Stipulation is filed with the Agency Clerk.

c. Respondent shall submit to the Board a detailed list of all completed projects

(signed, sealed" and dated), by the Respondent for EBQIECLBEUW. at six (6) and eighteen ( I 8)

month intervals from the date the Final Order adopting this Stipulation is filed with the Agency

Clerk. The projects shall include: all structural ensfueerinq oroiects siened and sealcd bv

Resnondent

d. A FEMC Consultant will select Two (2) projects from each submitted list

for review. Respondent is responsible for promptly furnishing any set of completed plans
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(signed, sealed, and dated), calculations, and any otber supporting documentation requested by

the Consultants. The Respondent must sign, date, and seal all materials that a¡e submitted for

project review using a non-embossed, seal. Sealed project review materials may be oopied and

submitted electronically, if desired by the Respondent. Respondent is also responsible for the

Consultant's fees for reviewing the projects, and shall remit payment in the amount of $2,000.00 by

check or money order made payable in the name of the Boa¡d's Consultant at the time that the

project lists a¡e submitted to FEMC. [n the event that the project review cost exceeds S2,000.00,

then the Respondent is responsible for the deficiency. In the event that the cost of the reviews is less

than $2,000.00, then the unused portion will be refunded to respondent. Should the Consultant retum

an unfavorable report concerning Respondent's projects, that report shall be submitted to the

Probable Cause Panel for determination of whether additional disciplinary proceedings should be

initiated.

e. If the Respondent has not performed engineering services on a sufficient

number of projects to make the submissions required by 5o., above, the initiat or, if applicable, the

subsequent submission required by the terms of probation shall be extended for a period of six (6)

months to allow Respondent to perform the services necessary for the required review. However, if,

after the extension has expired, Respondent does not perform sufficient engineering services to

meet the requirements of the terms of probation, Respondent's license will be placed on

voluntary inactive status as delìned in Section 455.227, Florida Statuteso by the Board' without

any further necessity for ¡ction on the part of Respondent. Respondent's license shall remain on

such status, provided Respondent meets the requirements of Section 455.227, unless and until

Respondent notifies the Board that he wishes to recommence practice and obtains Board

authorization to reactivate his license under such terms of probation that the Board deems appropriate

at that time.
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f. Should the FEMC Consultant retum a favorable report after reviewing the

plans submitted during the first year of probation, the requirements for the second year of probation

may be waived and the probation may be terminated- A "favorable report" is herein deftned as a

report that, in the sole opinion of the Consuhant with the soncunence of the Board, finds that the

plans reviewed were considered to be free of any material deficiencies.

C- Should the Respondent fail to timely comply with the terms of the Final

Order with regard to the Project Reviews discussed herein, this case wiil be submitted to the Probable

Cause Panel for review and determination of whsther additional disciplinary action should be taken.

6. Respondent acknowledges that neither Respondent's attendance at the Board Meeting

when this Stipulation is presented, nor any continuing education or college level courses taken as a

requirement of the terms of this Stipulation may be used to comply with the continuing education

requirements of Chapter 6lGl5-22, Florida Administrative Code.

7. It is expressly understood that this Stipulation is subject to approval ofthe Board and

FEMC and has no force and effect until the Board issues a Final Order adopting this agreement.

8. This Stipulation is executed by Respondent for the purpose of avoiding fr¡rther

administrative action with respect to this cause. In this regard, Respondent authorizes the Board to

review and examine all investigative file materials concerning Respondent prior to or in conjunction

with consideration of the Stipulation. Furthermore, should this joint Stipulation not be accepted by

the Board, it is agreed that presentation to and by the Board shall not unfairly or illegally prejudice

the board or ¿rny of its members from further participation, consideration or resolution of these

proceedings.

g- Respondent expressly waives all further procedural steps and expressly waives all

rights to seek judicial review of or otherwise challenge or contest the validity of the joint Stþlation

of Facts, Conclusions of Law, imposition of discipline and the Final Order of the Board incorporating

said Stipulation.
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10. Respondent waives the right to seek any attorney's fees or costs from the Boa¡d in

connection with this disciplinary proceeding.

WHEREFORE, the parties hereto request the Board to enter a Final Order accepting and

implementing the terms contained herein.

Christopher O'Shea, P.E.

Respondent
Case No. 2022060671

APPROVED this Sixth daY of September 2023.

Zana Raybon, Executive Director
Florida Board of Professional Engineers

4_
John Rimes {Sep 7, 2023 08:28 ED¡

BY: John J. Rimes,III
Chief Prosecuting Attomey
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FILED
Florida ineers M Corp

\ b
STATEOF FLORIDA

FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

FLORIDA BOARD OF PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERS,

Petitionet

v.

CHRJSTOPHER OSIIEA, P. E

Respondent,

FEMC Case No. 2t2206067 I

â,DMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINT

COMES NOW the Florida Engineers Management Corporation (FEMC) on behalf of

Petitioncr, Florida Boa¡d of Professional Engincers, hereinafrer refened to as "Petitioner," and

files this Administrative,Complaint against CHRISTOPHER OSHEA, P.E., hereinafrer refen€d

to as "Respondent." This Administative Complaint is issued pursuant to Sections 120.60 and

471.038, Florída Statutes. Any prooeeding conceming this complaint shall bc conducted

pursuant to Section 120.57, Florida Statutes. In support of this complaint, Petitioner alleges the

following:

l. Petitioner, Florida Board of Professional Engineers, is cha¡ged with regulating the

practice of engineering pursuânt to Chapter 455, Florida Statutes. This complaint is filed by the

Florida Engineers Management Corporation (FEMC) on behalf of Petitioner- FEMC is charged

with providing adminishative, investigative, and prosecutorial services to the Florida Boud of

Professional Engineeru pursuantto Section 471.038, Florid¿ Statutes (1997).

Z. Respondent is, and has becn at all timos materi¿l hereto, a licensed professional

engineær in the State of Florîdq having been issued license number PE 82281. Respondent's last

known address is Post Offioe Box 2165, Peachtree City, Georgia 30269.

tlep¡Rment õl 8!rln6 ar¡d Frolsliml nrgut¡tlo¡

Deputy Agency Clerk
CI.ERK: Evette Lswson-Proctor

Dare: 711812023

Flle #:

F¡LElI



3. On October ll, 2022, Respondent electronically sig¡ed and sealed plans for

retaining walls at a single-family residence located in Niceville, Florida (Wallace Project). The

plans consisted of 3 sheets, sheet Cl0l Wall Plan and sheets C20l and C202 Wall Details

(Retaining Wall Design), Subsequent thereto, a building permit utilizing the Retaining Wall

Design plans was issued by the City of Niceville, and the Wallace Project was constructed.

Thereafter, on November 22,2022 Respondent sealed and signed an engineering inspection letter

(Letter) addressed to the Okaloosa County Building Department that was provided to the Cþ of

Niceville which in material part stated that "[t]he subject property has been reviewed for

completeness and conformity with the design drawings/manufaoturer's recommendations for

installation..- [and] it is our opinion that the retaining wall design strength meets or exceeds those

loads subjected to the walt(s) in typical operation."

4. Section a71.033(lXg), Florida Statutes, provides that an engineer is subject to

discipline for engaging in negligence in the practice of engineering. Rule 6lGl5-19.001(4)' Fla.

Admin. Code, provides that negligence constitutes "failure by a professional engineer to utilize

due care in performing in an engineering capacity or failing to have due regard for acceptable

standards of engineering principles."

5. The Board has adopted Responsibility Rules of Professional Engineers

(,,Responsibility Rules"). These Rules are contained in Chapters 61G15-30 to 61G15-36, Fla.

Admin. Code. Professional Engineers who perform services covered by the Responsibilþ Rules

are required to comply wittr the Rules.

6. Rule 61G15-19.001(4), Fla. Admin. Code, also provides that "flailure to comply

with the procedures set forth in the Responsibility Rules as adopted by the Board of Professional

Engineers shall be considered as non-compliance with this section unless the deviation or

2
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departures therefrom are justified by the specific circumstances of the project in question and the

sound professional j ud gment of the professional en gineer."

7. Rule 6lGl5-30.002(l), Fla. Admin. Code, mandates that Respondent, as the

engineer of record for the Wallace Projeot is professionally responsible for the documents

prepared. As such, Respondent is responsible for producing documents that comply with the

applicable portions of the Responsibility Rules.

B. Respondent acted as the Structural, Engineer of Record for the Wallace Project as

that term is defined in Rules 61G15-30.002(1), 61G15-31.002(1), Fla. Admin. Code. As such,

all engineering documents prepared, signed, sealed and dated by Respondent must contain the

information ser out in Rule 61G15-30.003(1): When prepared for inclusion with an application

for a general building permit, the Documents shall meet all Engineer's Responsibility Rules; set

forth in Chapter ...61G15-31, ..., F.A.C., and be of suffrcient clarity to indicate the location,

nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that it will conform to the provisions

of the Ftorida Building Code[FBC], adopted in Section 553.73, F.S., and applicable laws,

ordinances, rules and regulations, as determined by the Ageney Having Jurisdiction (AHI)' The

Documents shall include:

(a) Information that provides material specifications required for the safe

operation of the system that is a result of engineering calculations, knowledge and

experience.

(b) List Federal, State, Municipal, and County standards, codes, ordinances,

laws, and rules, with their effective dates, that the Engineering Documents are intended to

conform to.

3
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(c) lnformation, as determined by the Engineer of Record, needed for the safe

and efficient operation ofthe system.

(d) List engineering design criteria; reference project specific studies, reports,

and delegated Engineering Documents.

(e) Identify clearly elements of the design that vary fiom the governing

standards and depiclidenti$ the altemate method used to ensure cornpliance with the

stated purpose ofthese Responsibility Rules'

g. The Florida Building code (2007) - Building (FBC-B) Section 106.1.1

"Information on construction documents" states: "Construction documents shall be of sufficient

clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that it

will confonn to the provisions of this sode and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and

regulations,. . ."

10. Rule 61G15-31.002(5) 'oDefinitions", "structural Engineering Documents" states:

The structural drawings, specifications and other documents sefting folth the overall design and

requirernents for the construction, alteration, repair, removal, demolition, arrangement and/or use

of the structure, prepared by and signed and sealed by the engineer of record for the structure.

Structural engineering documents shall identifr the project and specifr design criteria both for

the overall structure and for structural components and structural systems. The drawings shall

identify the nature, magnitude and location of all design loads to be imposed on the structure.

The structural engineering documents shall provide construction requirements to indicate the

nature and character of the work and to describe, detail, label and define the structure's

components, systems, materials, assemblies, and equipment.

4
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I I . The Letter is an engineering "certification" as that term is defined in Rule 6l G I 5-

l8.0ll(4), Florida Administrative Code, (o'a statement signed and/or sealed by a professional

engineer representing that the engineering seryices addressed therein, as defined in Section

471.005(6), F.S., have been performed by the professional engineer, and based upon the

professional engineer's knowledge, information and belief, and in accordance with commonly

accepted procedures consistent with applicable standards of practice,...'). "Certifications" are

subject to the standards set out in Rule 61G15-29.001.

12- Rule 61G15,29.001 requires that if an engineer is presented with a "certiftcation"

that "...involve[s] matters which are beyond the engineer's scope of services actually

provided..." that the engineer must "... (a) modifi such certification to limit its scope to those

matters which the engineer can properly sign and/or seal, or (b) decline to sign such

certification."

13. Respondent's Retaining Wall Design Structural Engineering Design Documents

for the Wallace Projeot are materially deficient as follows:

A. Grading on the 'Wall Plan was based on topographic land contours from an

unspecified source and unspecified datum.

B. The details on the two Wall Details sheets were copied directly from the

manufacturer's website and not modified to fit the project, For example, three tenaces are

shown on the details, not two; the 'structural Backfill' note appears to be for a

cementitious material, not earth; the wall height shown is 20 feet and not modified to fit

the Wallace Project on the Typical Reinforced Cross Section; a vegetated swale is shown

behind the walls on the details but not incorporated into the wall plan. In addition, there

5
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are no specifioations for the earth backfill, for backfill compaction, for the drainage

aggregate, for the geotextile, or for the geogrid/geosynthetic reinforcement.

14. Respondent's Letter for the \Vallace Project is materially deficient as follows:

A. The Letter states that "[t]he subject property has been reviewed for

completeness and conformity with the design drawings/manufacturer's recommendations

for installation." However, since there is no evidence Respondent or his representative

ever visited the site for an inspeotion during or after construction, the Letter should have

been clear on the basis for any review and limitations of the method of review.

B. There are several material diffcrences between the plans and actual

construction that are not addressed in the Letter. The location of the stairs from the upper

terrace to the lower terrace was shifted, and the curvature of the walls was changed; the

walls were moved significantly down-slope away from the home as compared to the

drawings which would increase the wall heights assuming the same terrace elevations.

C. The Letter states "[dith assumed surcharge loads and installation

methods, it is our opinion that the retaining wall design strength meets or exceeds those

loads subjeoted to the wall(s) in typical operation". The wording "assumed...installation

methods" indicates Respondent did not have sufficient knowledge of the wall

construction to opine that the walls were constructed in accordance with the plans and

thus to render the opinion that the wall as constructed would meet loads to which the wall

would typically be subjected.

15. Section a71.033(1)(a), Florida Statutes, provides in material part "[t]he following

acts constitute grounds for which the disciplinary actions in subseotion (3) may be taken: (a)

[v]iolating any othorprovision of [Chapter 471']ot rule ofthe [B]oard .-."'
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16. Based upon the facts set forth in Paragraph 14. A., Respondent failed to comply

with the requirements of Rule 6lGl5-29.001 by sealing, signing and dating the Letter on

November 20,2020, when the Letter contained engineering conclusions which were not based

upon services actually provided on or before the Letter was dated, signed, and sealed. As a result,

the Letter was not issued "...accordance with commonly accepted procedures consistent with

applicable standards of practice."

17. Respondent's engineering drawings for the V/allace Project and the findings in

the Letter contain deficiencies inoluding but not limited to, those set forth in Paragraphs Thirteen

(13) and Fourteen (14) B. and C. As a result of those deficiencies, Respondent violated the

provisions of Section 471.033(1)(9), Florida Statutes, and Rule 61G15-19.001(4), F. A. C., by

sealing and signing structural engineering documents that were issued and filed for public record

when such documents were materially defÌcient in that Respondent: (l) did not exercise due care

in the preparation of the final engineering documents for the Wallace Project and the findings in

the Letter and (2) the final engineering documents for the Wallace Project and the findings in the

Letter were not issued in compliance with acceptable engineering principles.

18. Based on the foregoing, Respondent is charged with violating Section

a71.033(1)(a), Florida Statutes, by violating Rule 61G15-29.001'

19. Based on the foregoing, Respondent is charged with violating Section

a71.033(1Xg), Florida Statutes, and Rule 61G15-19-001(4), F. A. C., by being negligent in the

practice of engineering.

Iù/I{EREFORE, the Petitioner respectfully requests the Board of Professional Engineers

to enter an order imposing one or more of the following penalties: permanent revocation or

suspension of the Respondent's license, restriction of the Respondent's practice, imposition of an
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administrative finen issuance of a reprimand, placement of the Respondent on probation, the

assessment of costs related to the investigation and prosecution of this case, other than costs

associated with an attorney's time, as provided for in Section 455.227(3), Florida Statutes, and/or

any other relief that the Board deems appropriate.

SIGNED 1þis 18th day of July , 2023.

ZanaRaybon
Executive Director

BY: John J. Rimes,III
Prosecuting Attorney

COUNSEL FOR FEMC:

John J. Rimes, III
Prosecuting Attorney
Florida Engineers Management Corporation
2400 Mahan Dr.
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
Florida Bar No. 212008
JR/rv
PCPDATE: Iuly07,2O23
PCPMembers: MATTHEWS, PISTORINO & RAMSEY

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certifr that a copy of the foregoing was fumished to Respondent Christopher OShea,

P.E. by service upon his attomey of record: Dana C. "D.C.' Matthews at 2930 West County

Hiehway 304, Suite l0l, Santa Rosa Beach, Florida 32459, by certified mail and First{lass U.

s.üaiLontné tg oi 5u$'* .zozl.

Rebecca Valentine, Paralegal
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