10.

11.

12.

13.

Agenda
Florida Board of Professional Engineers
Rules Committee
April 15, 2008
1:00 p.m. — Tallahassee

Call to Order.

Roll Call.

Introduction of Guests.

Discuss Rule 61G15-23.003 — Procedures for Signing and Sealing Electronically Transmitted Plans,

Specifications, Reports or Other Documents.
(Attachment #4)

a. Appearance by DOT representatives to discuss the following topics:

The history of the Professionals’ Electronic Data Delivery System (PEDDS).

A brief demonstration of how the system works.

The difference between Electronic Signature and Digital Signature.

Which is the most appropriate for engineering projects, pros and cons of each type of
signature?

Common misconceptions about Electronic Signature.

Problems that may result from misuse.

What types of files are appropriate for signing and sealing (Documents vs Data)?

Review Proposed Draft of Rewrite of Rules 61G15-20.0015 and 61G15-21.009 — Application for
Licensure by Endorsement.
(Attachment #5)

Discuss Rule 61G15-20.001 — Definitions.
(Attachment #6)

Discuss Rule 61G15-20.007 — Foreign Degrees.
(Attachment #7)

Discuss rewording of definition of Public Record Rule 61G15-30.002(6) to conform with language in

Section 471.025 (1), F.S.
(Attachment #8)

Discuss submittal of proposals for engineering services by an unlicensed engineer.

Discuss proposed changes to Rule 61G15-22.011- Board Approval of Continuing Education

Providers

(Attachment #10)

Discuss the need for Board Rule on Fee Holiday for renewal 2009-2011.

Discuss the need for revising P.E. Reference Forms
(Attachment #12)

Discuss Green Forum Link on website.



14. Discuss proposed changes to Rule 61G15-37.001(11), F.A.C. — Performance Standards and
Measureable Outcomes.
(Attachment #14)

15. Update on rewrite of Rule 61G15-31 - Structural Responsibility Rules. (David Charland)
(Attachment #15)

16. Update by Board Counsel on Rules 61G15-19.001 — Grounds for Disciplinary Proceedings and
61G15-19.004 - Disciplinary Guidelines; Range of Penalties; Aggravating and Mitigating
Circumstances.

17. Update on Section 455.203, F.S. as it relates to files that are over two years.
(Attachment #17)

18. Update on requirement of notifying the employer and the Building Officials when a PE is disciplined.
(Referred to Rules Committee by Board Operations Committee).
(Attachment #18)
19. Update by Board Counsel on Signing and Sealing Standard Details and Drawings.
20. Old Business.

21. New Business.

a. Date, Time and Location of Next Rules Committee




Florida Engineers

Management
Corporation

Memo
To: Rules Committee
From: Patrick Creehan, Chief Prosecuting Attorney
Date: April 2, 2008
Re: Proposed Rule Change involving Rule 61G15-37.001, F.A.C.

Rule 61G15-37.001, F.A.C. currently reads;

(11) FEMC shall maintain the Board’s web page and update the web page within 14 days
of the date the updates go into effect. Administrative complaints shall be posed no later than
30 days after the recommendation by the probable cause panel. All active disciplinary cases
shall be posted on the web page, including the final action taken by the Board until the terms
of the final order are completed, or until the licensee becomes inactive, retires, relinquishes
the license or permits the license to become null and void.

While Administrative Complaints are a public record and enjoy no confidentiality, it has been
my experience that FBPE in its recent history has not prevailed on certain Administrative
Complaints at the Division Of Administrative Hearings (DOAH) and in certain cases although
a Final Order was issued in which the Board ruled otherwise, when those Final Orders have
been ordered dismissed by the District Court of Appeals (DCA) those cases have remained on
the Web page as active Administrative Complaints. This in turn has led to some pointed
phone calls from such engineers or their counsel demanding (rightfully so) that such
information be taken down. It is preferred that the Rule be amended to as follows;

(11) FEMC shall maintain the Board’s web page and update the web page within 14 days
of the date the updates go into effect. All final orders involving disciplinary cases shall be
posted on the web page, until the terms of the final order are completed, or until the licensee
becomes inactive, retires, relinquishes the license or permits the license to become null and
void.

What this accomplishes is to give notice to all interested parties that all the allegations
involving facts surrounding the case and conclusions of law are final and indisputable. It
removes the possibility of any incorrect/outdated information being posted on the website.

It is also my experience this would bring us in line with most Boards which trumpet only Final
Orders and not merely the Administrative Complaints that preceded them.
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Leigh Ann Doilar

From: Carrie Flynn

Sent: Wednesday, December 12, 2007 2:225pPM
R Michael Flory

Cce: jburke@hazenandsawyer.com; Leigh Ann Dollar

Subject: FW: Good Morning

Michael with #Mr. Burke's approval we would like to have you proceed with rule amendment
language for February meeting. John looked this over and he believes it may help the FBPE
and staff with issues on electronic signing and sealing.

Carrie Flynn, Executive Director
Florida Board of Professional Engineers

————— Original Message-----

From: Jerry Carter [mailto:jcarter@ncees.org]
Sent: Wednesday, December 12, 2007 7:42 AM
To: Carrie Flynn

Subject: RE: Good Morning

Carrie:

The NCEES Model Rules currently provide the following concerning electronic seals and
signatures:

“Computer-generated seals not signed with a digital signature may be used on final
original drawings provided a handwritten signature is placed adjacent to or across the seal
and the date is written below the seal. Drawings, specifications, plans, reports, or
documents which do not require certification may be transmitted electronically but shall have
the generated seal, if any, removed before transmitting and shall have the following inserted
in lieu of the signature and date:

"This document originally issued and sealed by (name of licensee),

P.E.# /P.S.# on (date of sealing). This document should not be considered a
certified document.”

Drawings, reports, or documents that are signed using a digital signature must have an
electronic authentication process attached to or logically associated with the electronic
document. The digital signature must be:

a. Unique to the person using it

b. Capable of verification

C. Under the sole control of the person using it

d. Linked to a document in such a manner that the digital signature

is invalidated if any data in the document is changed.

A digital signature that uses a process approved by the board will be presumed to meet
the criteria set forth in Subsections 8 a.
through d. above. Any hard copy printed from the transmitted electronic file shall bear the
facsimile of the signature and seal and be a confirmation that the electronic file was not
altered after the initial digital signing of the file. Any alterations to the file shall
cause the facsimile of the signature to be voided.™

This language has been in play for about 4 year nows.





tet me know if you have any questions.
Jerry

————— Original Message-----

From: Carrie Flynn [mailto:CFlynn@FBPE.ORG]
sent: Monday, December 19, 2007 1:45 PM

To: Jerry Carter

Subject: RE: Good Morning

Jerry, does NCEES have a policy or model rule on Electronic Signing and Sealing, if not how
would the suggestion occur to proceed with developing one. We have a rule and of course when
you have a rule everyone wants to have an interpretation. The Board thought the best
approach would be something nationally.

————— Original Message-----

From: Jerry Carter [mailto:jcarter@ncees.org]
Sent: Monday, December 18, 2007 1:40 PM

To: Carrie Flynn

Subject: RE: Good Morning

Carrie:

I am in route to a meeting in Washington and will be back in the office on Wednesday. I will
call you then to discuss our experience with SOX.

Jerry

————— Original Message-----

From: "Carrie Flynn" <CFlynn@FBPE.ORG>
To: "Jerry Carter” <jcarter@ncees.org>
Sent: 12/10/20607 12:@5 PM

Subject: Good Morning

Jerry,

The FEMC, in the 2007 management study, was advised to review and implement certain
requirements from the Sarbanes Oxley Act. Initially FEMC determined the act did not apply
was we are a not for profit

corporation. Mr. Rebane advised, in the FEMC Board meeting, that NCEES

reviewed and implemented certain requirements from the act and he suggested I contact you
regarding the matter. Do you or designated NCEES staff have any comments or suggestions that
could be shared with ocur office.

Thank you for whatever information is provided.

Carrie Flynn






61G15-20.0015. Application for Licensure by Endorsement.

completed application form to the Board. The instructicns and application Form FBPE/002(06-
01), entitled "Application For Licensure By Endorsement”, which is hereby incorporated herein by
reference, effective 9-27-01, copies of which may be obtained from the Board office. The Board
shall certify as eligible for licensure by endorsement any applicants-who has have completed the
application form, remitted the application fee for licensure by endorsement required by Chapter
61G15-24, F.A.C., and who have has demonstrated to the Board that the applicant meets the
reguirements of Subsections 471.015(3¥a) or (b}, F. S.:

(ar-Fhe-applicant-meets-the-current-eriteria-listed-in-Secbion 471013, F S {the-burden-of-proving
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{2) If an applicant for licensure by endorsement satisfies any one of the conditions found in
section 471.015(53(a)1., 2., or 3., F.S., then the Board shall deem that the applicant has passed

an examination substantially equivalent to part I, fundamentals, of the engineering examination.
471.915(53(b), £.$., then the Board shall deem that the applicant has passed an examination
substantiaily equivalent to part I, fundamentals, and part 11, principles and practice, of the
engineering examination,

(3) An applicant for licensure by endorsement who is not utilizing the provisions of Section
471.015(a) or (b), F. S., and who has taken and failed either the fundamentals or the principles
and practice examinations more than five (5) times after October 1, 1992, and/or mare than
three (3) times after July 1, 2004, must document compliance with Rule 61G15-21.007, F.A.C.,
as a condition of eligibility for licensure by endorsement.

(4) An applicant for licensure by endorsement whose only educational deficiency under
subsection 61G15-20.007(2), F.A.C., involves humanities and social sciences and who has held a
valid license and practiced in another state or territory of the United States for two (2) years or
more shall be deemed to have satisfied that requirement.

(5) The Board shall deem that an applicant for licensure by endorsement who has an engineering
degree from a foreign institution has demonstrated substantial equivalency to an EAC/ABET
accredited engineering program, as required by Rule 61G15-20.007, F.A.C., when such applicant
has held a valid professional engineer's license in another state for 15 years and has had 20
years of continuous professional-level engineering experience.

(6) An applicant for licensure by endorsement who previously held licensure in the State of
Fiorida and whose license became nuli and void because of non-renewal must meet all current
requirements for initial licensure. Such applicants, if otherwise eligible, shall be subject to
disciplinary sanctions as a condition of licensure if it is demonstrated that they practiced
engineering during any period their license was delinquent and/or nuil and void.

Specific Authority 471,008, 471.013, 471.015 FS. Law Implemented 471.013, 471.015 FS.
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Specific Authority 471.608 FS. Law Implemented 471.015(3), (5) FS. History--







" As used here

611520001 Definitions.

(1) "Year” shall mean 12 months of full-time employment or a full-time academic vear of graduate or undergraduate college
education.

(2} “Board approved engineering programs” shall mean:

(2} Engineering programs accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of the Accreditation Board for Engineering
and Technology, Inc. (EAC/ABET), or

(k) In the case of an applicant who did not graduate from an approved program as set forth in paragraph (2)a) above, and who
holds a baccalaureate degree from an engineering program that is not aceredited by EAC/ABET, provided the applicant meets the
educational requirements set forth in subsection 61G15-20.007(1), F.A.C., or

(¢} In the case of an applicant who holds a post-baceaulareate degree from a school or coliese in the United Siates which has an
EAC/ABET accredited engineering program in a related discipline at the baccalaureate level, provided the applicant meets the
educational requirements set forth in subsection 61G15-20.007(1), F.A.C. or

{c) Programs which have been approved by the Board of Professional Engineers under the provisions of Section 455.11(3). F.S.

Specific Authority 471.013¢ 1t} FS. Law Tmplemented 47001371 )iai FS. History-New [-8-80, Amended 4-15-80, 7-7.83, 0-13-583, Formerly 21H-
200, Amended 4-20-86, 8-3-86, 5-20-92, 2-2-93, Formerly 21H-20.001, Amended 11-19-03. 3-13-03, 4-9-07, 1-3]-(8.






{3!("E"§-7{§ 967 Demonstration of Substantial Equivalency.
(11 -(2) Nochange,
{ %) The applicant with an engineering degree from a foreign institution must réquest an evaluation of substantial équivalency of

his or her credentials to EAC/ABET standards through either EngineeringCredentials Evaluation-tnternationak— H--Market-Place,
H—Baltimore—Marvland-21202: Center for Professional I Engineering Fducation Services, P.O. Box 720010, Miami, Florida

33172; or Joseph Silny & Associates, Inc., P.O. Box 248233, Coral Gables, Florida 33124, The applicant with an engineering degree
rom a domestic mgnurmb ;}nmm;n net a&,crccilicd by LAC,’A BET must request such an evaluation from Josefl Silny & Associates,
Inc. y-or Center-for-Profession: i Edue ety

(4) Any applicant whose (m]v Léumtmnai deficiency u;ldu subsection (2} involves humanities and sccial sciences shall be
entitled to receive conditional approval to take the Fundamentals examination. Such an applicant shalt not become eligible for the
Principles and Practice examination until satisfactory completion and documentation of the necessary hours in humanities and social
sciences as provided in subsection (2),

Specific Authority 471,008 FS. Law Implemented 471013, 471,015 FS. Historv-New 7-20-95, Amended 6-5-96, 4-16-95. -1 7-99, 7-38-99. 1-6-02,
G-13-02, 6-30-02, [1-2-03, 6-76-04, 3-13-033, 5-1-05, 6-1]-06, []-29-07, 4-9.07, }-31-08.






61G15-23.002. Seal, Signature and Date Shall Be Affixed.

(1) A professional engineer shall sign his the licensee’s name and affix the licensee’s his seal

(a) to all final drawings, specifications, plans, reports, or documents prepared or issued by the licensee

and being filed for public record te-aH-plans;spe ations,reportsfinal bid-decumentsprovidedtoth

beingfiled-forpublicrecord; and,

(b) to all final documents provided to the owner or the owner's representative;

(c) in addition, the date that the signature and seal is affixed as provided herein shall be entered on said
plans, specifications, reports, or other documents immediately under adjacent to the signature of the
professional engineer.

(2) Eaeh-(a)-Every sheet of plans and prints which must be sealed under the provisions of Chapter
471.025, F.S., and (1) of this Rule shall be sealed, signed and dated by the professional engineer in
responsible charge.

(b) When an engineer must seal, sign and date engineering specifications under the provisions of

Chapter 471.025, F.S., and (1) of this Rule, a cover or index sheet for engineering specifications may be

used. The index or cover sheet must be signed, sealed and dated by those professional engineers in

responsible charge of the production and preparation of each section of the engineering specification,

with sufficient information on the cover sheet or index so that the user will be aware of each portion of

the specifications for which each professional engineer is responsible.

(c) Engineering reports which must be signed, sealed and dated under the provisions of Chapter

471.025, F.S., and (1) of this Rule shall be sealed, signed and dated by utilizing a signature page or cover

letter that is sealed, sighed and dated by each professional engineer who is in responsible charge of any

portion of the report.

(d) When an engineer must seal, sign and date engineering calculations under the provisions of Chapter
471.025, F.S., and (1) of this Rule each page of the calculations shall be sealed, signed and dated by the
professional engineer in responsible charge.

(3) (a) A title block shall be used on each sheet of plans or prints and shall containing the printed name,

address, and license number of the engineer who has sealed signed and dated the plans or prints e+if






(b) if the engineer sealing, signing and dating engineering plans or prints is practicing through a duly

authorized engineering business, the title block required by (2)(a) shall contain the name, address and

certificate of authorization number of the engineering business.

(c) if the licensee(s) sealing signing and dating engineering specifications or reports is practicing through

a duly authorized engineering business, the name, address and certificate of authorization number of

the engineering business shall be placed on the cover page, index sheet, sighature page or cover letter

incorporated into or accompanying all engineering specifications or reports.

{eH4) Engineers working for local, State or Federal Government agencies shall legibly indicate their name
and license number, and may indicate the name and address of the agency on all documents that are

required to be sealed S|gned and dated. A—eeve#epmele*sheet—ﬁeFeag-iﬂee#mg—spe&ﬁeaﬂenﬁmy-be

(5)A professional engineer may only seal an engineering report, plan, print or specification if that

professional engineer was in responsible charge, as that term is defined in Rule 61G15-18.011(1), of the

preparation and production of the engineering document and the professional engineer has the
expertise in the engineering discipline used in producing the engineering document in question.

{3} (6) A professional engineer should not seal original documents made of mylar, linen, sepia or other
materials which can be changed by the entity with whom such document(s) are filed unless the
professional engineer accompanies such document(s) with a signed and sealed letter making the
receiver aware that copies of the original document as designed by the professional engineer have been
retained by the professional engineer and that the professional engineer will not be responsible for any
subsequent changes to the reproducible original documents.

(7) {4} A professional engineer sheutd may not seal preliminary-plans plans, reports or other
documents which are not intended-forpermit-construction,-or—biddingpurpeses- final documents

unless the professmnal engineer MWHWH%%WW%—&HMM
clearly notes sueh any limitations on

the use of the documents or plans on the face of the documents or plans, by using terms such as

"Preliminary," For Review Only," "Not for Construction or any other suitable statement which
denotes that the documents are for desiga+eview such limited use only are not final and are not
intended for permit, construction, or bidding purposes.






(8) {5} Engineers who wish to sign and seal electronically transmitted plans, specifications, reports, final
bid documents, or other documents shall follow the procedures set forth in Rule 61G15-23.003, F.A.C.

Specific Authority 471.025 FS. Law Implemented 471.025 FS. History--New 1-8-80, Amended 1-20-85,
Formerly 21H-23.02, Amended 5-14-86, Formerly 21H-23.002, Amended 11-15-94, 8-18-98, 2-3-00, 2-
22-01, 2-5-04, 1-31-08.

61G15-23.003. Procedures for Signing and Sealing Electronically Transmitted Plans, Specifications,
Reports or Other Documents.

(1) Engineering work which must be sealed under the provisions of Chapter 471.025, F.S., may be
signed, sealed and dated electronically as provided herein stered-ertransmittedinan-electronicformat;
provided that the work is shat-be signed, dated and sealed by the professional engineer in responsible

charge.

(2) When a Alicense-helder professional engineer say- seals, signs and dates engineering work
electronically the professional engineer shall

(a) Place use-a computer generated representation of his-er-her the professional engineer’s seal on

electronically conveyed work in the same manner as the embossed seal is required to be applied in Rule
61G15-23.002;






(b) In lieu of the manually affixed signature required by Rule 61G15.32.002, the documents must be

accompanied by an electronic signature as described in this subsection (3) herein;

(c) The date that the electronic signature was placed into the document must appear on the document

in the same manner as date is required to be applied in Rule 61G15-23.002.

(d) A scanned image of an original signature shall not be used in lieu of an eriginalsighature-or
electronic signature. Engineering-work-thatcontainsa-computergenerated-seal-shall-beacco

(3) An electronic signature is a digital authentication process attached to or logically associated with an
electronic document and shall carry the same weight, authority, and effect as an original signature. The
electronic signature, which can be generated by using either public key infrastructure or signature
dynamics technology, must be as follows:

(a) Unique to the person using it;

(b) Capable of verification;

(c) Under the sole control of the person using it;





(d) Linked to a document in such a manner that the electronic signature is invalidated if any data in the
document are changed;

(e) An electronic signature & seal may be affixed to an electronically created document by using a

“signature file” so long as the provisions of (4) are complied with.

If the BOPE wants to set out an encryption level here is where it would be.

(4)-Alternatively: Electronic files may be signed and sealed by creating a "signature" file that contains the
engineer's name and PE number, a brief overall description of the engineering documents, and a
list of the electronic files to be sealed. Each file in the list shall be identified by its file name
utilizing relative Uniform Resource Locators (URL) syntax described in the Internet
Architecture Board's Request for Comments (RFC) 1738, December 1994, which is hereby
adopted and incorporated by reference by the Board and can be obtained from the Internet
Website: ftp://ftp.isi.edu/in-notes/rfc1738.txt. Each file shall have an authentication code
defined as an SHA-1 message digest described in Federal Information Processing Standard
Publication 180-1 "Secure Hash Standard," 1995 April 17, which is hereby adopted and
incorporated by reference by the Board and can be obtained from the Internet Website:

http://-wwwithrist-gov-/div897/pubs/fip180-1-htm—THE PRECEDING PARAGRAPH NEEDS TO
BE UPDATED IF THIS PARAGRAPH IS STILL NEEDED

(5) Whenever a Professional Engineer utilizes the provisions of of this Rule to electronically

seal, sign and date engineering work the licensee shall create A a report shall-be-ereated that

contains the engineer's name and PE number, a brief overall description of the engineering
documents in question and the authentication code of the signature file. This report shall be
printed and manually signed, dated, and sealed by the professional engineer in responsible

charge. The signature file is defined as sealed, signed and dated if its authentication code
matches the authentication code on the printed, manually signed, dated and sealed report. Each
electronic file listed in a seated signature file is defined as sealed, signed and dated if the listed

authentication code matches the file's computed authentication code.

Specific Authority 471.025(1), 668.006 FS. Law Implemented 471.025 FS. History--New 8-18-98,
Amended 9-4-05.

Rule 61G15-23.003, F.A.C., 61 FL ADC 61G15-23.003






61G15-22.011 Board Approval of Continuing Education Providers.

(1) Applicants for continuing education provider status must either be registered as a continuing education provider with the
National Council for Examiners of Engineering and Surveying (NCEES), or meet the requirements of subsections (2) ard-(3) of this
rule to demonstrate the education and/or the experience necessary to instruct professional engineers in the conduct of their practice.

(2) To demonstrate the education and/or the experience necessary to instruct professional engineers in the conduct of their
practice for continuing education credit, an applicant for continuing education provider status must be a regionally accredited
educational institution, a commercial educator, a governmental agency, a state or national professional association whose primary
purpose is to promote the profession of engineering, an engineer with a Florida license to practice engineering who is not under
disciplinary restrictions pursuant to any order of the Board, or an engineering firm that possesses an active certificate of
authorization issued by the Board pursuant to Section 471.023, F.S.

(3) To allow the Board to evaluate an application for continuing education provider status, the applicant must submit the
following:

() The name, address and telephone number of the prospective provider; and,

(b)_Proof of registration as continuing education provider with NCEES, or if the applicant is not registered as a continuing
education provider with NCEES, the applicant must submit the following:

(i) {b} A description of the type of courses or seminars the provider expects to conduct for credit;

(ii) €&} A description of the staffing capability of the applicant;

(iii) () A sample of intended course materials;

(iv) {e} A list of anticipated locations to conduct the courses;

(v) B A complete course curriculum for each course the applicant intends to offer;

(vi) {g} A description of the means the applicant will use to update the course in response to rule or law changes;

(vii) {h} A description of the means the applicant will use to evaluate the licensee’s performance in the course;

(ix) ) A fee of $250.

(4) No engineer may conduct continuing education courses or seminars for credit upon the engineer’s receipt of any disciplinary
order from any professional regulatory board in any jurisdiction. Rather, the engineer must notify the Board office within ten (10)
days of the engineer’s receipt of any such order.

(5) Should the Board determine that the provider has failed to provide appropriate continuing education services, it shall request
that the Department of Business and Professional Regulation issue an order requiring the provider cease and desist from offering any
continuing education courses and shall request that the Department revoke any approval of the provider granted by the Board.

(6) No provider may allow an engineer to conduct any course or seminar offered by the provider if that engineer has been
disciplined and has not been released from the terms of the final order in the disciplinary case. Upon receipt of notice that an
instructor is under discipline, the provider shall, within seven (7) days, write to the Board office and confirm that the engineer is no
longer conducting any course or seminar offered by the provider. For the purpose of this subsection, a letter of guidance or a
reprimand shall not constitute “under discipline.”

(7) The Board retains the right and authority to audit and/or monitor programs and review records and course materials given by
any provider approved pursuant to this rule. The Board shall request that the Department of Business and Professional Regulation
revoke the approved status of the provider or reject individual programs given by a provider if the provider disseminated any false or
misleading information in connection with the continuing education programs, or if the provider fails to conform to and abide by the
rules of the Board. Licensees will not lose credit for attending courses offered by approved providers that are later rejected or
stopped by the Board.

(8) Members of the Board of Professional Engineers or the Florida Engineers Management Corporation Board of Directors are
prohibited from being a continuing education provider.

(9) The following providers shall be approved as providers until May 31, 2009, and the Board shall accept their courses for
continuing education credit:

(a) Educational Institutions teaching college level courses;

(b) Federal and State Governmental Agencies that establish rules, regulations, guidelines, or otherwise have an impact on the
practice of engineering; and

(c) State and National Engineering Professional Associations approved by the Board.

Specific Authority 455.213(6), 455.2178, 455.2179, 471.008, 471.017(3), 471.019 FS. Law Implemented 455.213(6), 455.2177, 455.2178,






455.2179, 471.008, 471.017(3), 471.019 FS. History—New 9-16-01, Amended 9-4-02, 12-21-03, 8-8-05, 6-11-06, 1-29-07, 6-3-07.






Leigh Ann Doilar

From: Henn Rebane [henn@rebane.com)

Sent: Sunday, March 30, 2008 1018PM
T o Leigh Ann Dollar tiohn Burke'

Ce: Carrie Flynn

Subject: Florida PE Reference Form

Leigh Ann, Please add this issue to the Rules Committee 4/15/08 meeting agenda.

Hey john, 2-years iater L am still not on it Time for vou to take it from here.

From: Henn Rebane [mailto:henn@rebane.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 22, 2006 8:30 PM

To: John R. Hall’

Cc: 'Charlie.Geer@kimley-horn.cont

Subject: RE: Florida PE Reference Form

Thanks for these suggestions. ['f get on it.

Henn

From: John R, Hall mailto:jrhall@ludovici-orange.com]
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2006 6:28 PM

To: henn@rebane.com

Cc: Charlie.Geer@kimiey-horn.com
Subject: Florida PE Reference Form

Henn,
'm thinking that perhaps you don't have enough to do, so | decided to add to your workload.

Below is the text of a fax | sent to Jorge Duyos last year (without the referenced attachments). | sent
a similar one to Bob Matthews the year before, and another to Dennis Barton before that.

Florida’s PE reference forms are in need of improvement. Attached are the Florida form (1 page) and
a copy of the Georgia form (2 pages) with applicant information blanked out.

My observations:

1. The Florida form is stated to be a “Personal Reference”, but it has no questions of a personal
nature, that is, questions of character, integrity, dependability, frust, etc. The questions are nearly alf
work related. Questions of character are extremely important, as you Board members know better
than any of us.

2. The Florida form technical questions are “softballs”. Why not ask “do you believe the
applicant is qualified, based on character, technical competence and experience, to practice as
a licensed professional engineer in the state of Florida“?

3. Note that Georgia prefaces its questions with the following:





a. the form concems “characler and ability”
“your evaluation is vital to ocurs”

“b. Tmust be from personal knowledge, non-perfuncitory, andc. nof made for the mere purnose
of aiding the applicant.

d.  do notlet the applicant see your answers and do not communicate the results.

4.  Georgia asks:
a. Would you employ the applicant in a position of trust?

b.  Describe integrity and reputation
c.  Specify applicant qualifications (if any) ... to have responsible charge.
The quality of the information you receive will be no better than the quality of the questions you ask.

Henn, | deeply appreciate your service to our profession. And | appreciate your dedication to improve
the Board's service to the profession. | believe that the above matter is crucial to the mission of the
Board to protect the profession and the public from those who should NOT be licensed. References
should not be handled in such a perfunctory manner.

As always, | am ready to assist you in any way | can. Call me if you'd like to talk about it,
John

John R, Hall, P.E_, President

Ludovici & Orange Consulting Engineers, Inc.
329 Palermo Ave. Coral Gables, FL 33134
Phone (305} 448-1600 Fax (308) 448-3876
rhall@iudovici-crange.com








